
LESSON THREE
THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

(For Group and Sunday School Members)

The covenant between God and Abraham (referred to as the Abrahamic Covenant) is the central focus of 
this lesson. Genesis 12 begins with a vital prologue that sets the stage for the promises and ceremonies 
that would follow. They testify to the irrevocable nature of the promises of God. The passage begins with a 
task given to Abram. He was called to leave all that he had known – his home, most of his family and his 
country of origin. – and travel to an unknown location that God would reveal in due time. Notice that 
Abram’s initial directive from God was a command and associated with a series of promises that Abram 
would receive from God if he obeyed. When we think of faith, we think of it in terms of the assurance of 
God’s promises but isn’t there integrated within God’s concept of faith a call for obedience. Doesn’t 
Abram’s obedience bring a works element into the concept of faith? No, grace covers it all. Do not lose 
sight of God’s grace for it is not the obedience that establishes the faith. Rather it is the obedience that 
demonstrates the faith and the trust in God. Abram’s own righteous living or good deeds would in no way 
make him righteous in God’s eyes; it was simply his faith. It is not by works that we have been saved. No, 
it is by grace through faith – a gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Faith and obedience were hallmarks of Abram’s life. When God made Abram promises, he believed. And 
when he was commanded, Abram obeyed. (Genesis 12:4; 22:2) At times this faith required great risk on 
Abram’s part. Abram left what was known to him in order to step out into what God was calling him to. It is 
faith like Abrams – faith in the only living God – that saves sinners (Ephesians 2:8). It was Abram’s faith in 
God’s promise to give him many descendants that caused God to count him as righteous (Genesis 
15:1-6). Abram’s faith was well founded in the God who always keeps his promises. 
As we look at God’s promises in the Abrahamic Covenant and examine the faith of Abraham, keep in mind 
the fingerprints of grace for even Abraham worshipped other Gods (Joshua 24:2) and he lied to protect 
himself (Genesis 12:10-20; 20:2). But God extended His grace and we see the handiwork of a gracious 
God who pours out his favor in order to bring maximum glory to himself. Now we have the assurance that 
all those who respond in faith to the good news of Jesus are heirs of the promises given to Abraham. 
(Galatians 3:28-29)
Read Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-15; 17:1-14; and 21:1-7
Questions:
1. Verse 4. Was it a good idea to bring Lot with him?
2. How many things did God promise Abram? Let’s make a list. Let’s examine Genesis 12:2-3.
3. Is this a conditional or unconditional promise?
4. Why would God want him to leave is home and go to a new land?
5. How can you become a more obedient child of God?
6. When we obey God how will that deepen our relationship with Him?
7. What was so great about Abram’s faith?
8. In Genesis, Chapter 12:1-3, God makes promises to Abram that set the stage for the rest of the 

Bible and Salvation history. How is that so?
9. What does it mean that God is faithful? How would you define it?
10. Does God’s faithfulness mean we won’t have trouble?
11. What was the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant Verse 12. Why circumcision? 


